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RAGHUVEER CHAUDHARY

Dr Raghuveer Chaudhary on whom Sahitya Akademi
is conferring its Fellowship is a prolific and outstanding
Indian writer writing in Gujarati who has received,
in equal measure, both popular acclaim and critical
approbation.

Raghuveer Chaudhary was born in 1938 in a
farmer’s family of a devout father, Dalsinh ‘Bhagat’,
and a hard-working mother, Jeetibahen. He completed
his schooling at Mansa, near his native village Bapupura
in North Gujarat. Growing up in the lap of nature,
and pampered by parents and his four elder siblings,
Raghuveer in his childhood absorbed all that is positive,
good and beautiful in life. In his school-days Bhagvat
Gita and the writings of Gandhi, Vinoba Bhave,
Govardhanram Tripathi, Umashankar Joshi and
Manubhai Pancholi ‘Darshak’ instilled in him the values
of equality, compassion and brotherhood, and the
ethos of Indian culture. He then mastered Gujarati,
Sanskrit and Hindi languages under the guidance of
his teachers Dr Bholabhai Patel, Prof. G.N. Dickey and
Dr. Ramdarash Mishra. The life and writings of great
litterateurs like Kalidasa, T.S. Eliot, Tagore and
Premchand have left a deep impression on him as has
Gandhi’s famous autobiography.

Raghuveer secured the first place in his B.A. Hindi
from Gujarat University in 1960. And after obtaining
M.A. in Hindi language and literature in 1962,
Raghuveer was awarded PhD in 1979 for his research
on ‘Comparative Study of Hindi and Gujarati Verbal
Roots’ by Gujarat University. He joined the Department
of Languages of Gujarat University in 1977 and retired
in 1998 as Professor and Head of the Department of
Hindi. Eight students have obtained PhD degree under
his guidance.

Being a Gandhian at heart since his adolescent days
Raghuveer provided adult-education, set up a small
library and theatre for his school, and thereby played
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an instrumental role in making his village hundred-
percent literate. During vacations, he would join
Vinobaji's ‘Bhudaan Movement’ and be part of its
various social activities. All these led him to actively
engage with social issues and prevented him from
being a mere spectator to the sorry state of affairs
around him. Raghuveer was active during ‘Navnirman
Aandolan’ in Gujarat and protested strongly against
the Emergency in 1975. His public speeches and creative
works have always reflected his fearless and bold
opinions towards injustice and oppression of any kind
in society.

Raghuveer started by writing poetry, and though
it has remained his first love, it is his ability to weave
powerful narratives in the genre of novel which has
brought him name and fame as a leading Gujarati
literary figure. It is definitely the poetic element and
the use of visual imagery which give his narratives
their unmatched evocative power. Raghuveer is a writer
of deep sensitivity who believes in the co-existence
of spirituality and science, rational thought and deep
human emotions. One of the most remarkable aspects
of Raghuveer’s style is his ability to seek truth and
beauty without losing his unique sense of humour
which is always woven with subtle satire and wit. Like
Gandhi, Raghuveer has realized the importance of
striving for truth, and adopting his policy of practicing
one’s preaching, he has always tried to erase the
distance between ‘Word’ and ‘Life’. That perhaps
explains why many of his novels have been rewritten
at one stage or the other.

Though Raghuveer was initially fascinated by the
‘novel of ideas’ his faith in the importance of the day-
to-day realities of human life has made him observe
and understand the lived world around him with great
understanding and compassion. This development is
visible throughout his fiction-writing career, from
Amruta (1965) and Venu Vatsala (1973) to Uparvaas
(1975) and Laagni (1976) to Samjyaa Vinaa Chhuta Padavun
(2003) and Ek Dag Aagal Be Dag Paachhal (2009). Somtirth
(1996) and Rudramahalaya (1978) are considered classic
examples of the historical novel in Gujarati, especially
Somtirth which deals with the problems of modern
India in the context of the past.

Raghuveer’s short stories portray the uncertainty
and complexity of human life and relations. Some of
the best examples are ‘Potkun’, ‘Purna Satya’, ‘Chita’,
“Ud Gaye Fulwa Rah Gayi Baas” and ‘Pakshaghat’. His
plays like ‘Sikandar Saani’, ‘Najeek’, ‘Ashokvan’, ‘Thulta
Minara” and ‘Trijo Pourish’ have been performed by
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well-known artists and have been much appreciated.
The one-act play ‘Dim Light’ remains a favourite with
the audience and has seen innumerable performances.
Raghuveer also has a distinct flair for penning the
unseen aspects of known personalities. Saharaani
Bhavyataa, Tilak Kare Raghuveer 1-2 (1998) and Maanas
thi Lokmaanas have been praised for their vivid
characterizations of many literary, social and spiritual
tfigures of Gujarat.

Raghuveer has been actively associated with various
literary, academic and cultural organizations. It is
because of his tireless efforts as the Trustee and President
that Gujarati Sahitya Parishad has been able to get
its own building near the river-front in Ahmedabad.
He has also been a Member of the Jury of the 25th
Indian Film Festival. In 1998, Raghuveer was appointed
as a member of the Executive Committee of Sahitya
Akademi, Delhi. He was also nominated as a Member
of the Press Council of India during 2002-04.

Raghuveer was instrumental in setting up of a
separate department for journalism at Gujarat
University in 1990s. As a popular columnist, he has
contributed to numerous dailies and weeklies such as
Sandesh, Janmabhoomi and Divya Bhaskar.

Raghuveer started getting awards at a very young
age. He received the Kumar Medal for Poetry in 1965,
while his second novel Amruta (1965), considered one
of the best ten novels in Gujarati, received the first
prize from the State Government. This was followed
by Ranjeetram Gold Medal and Uma-Sneharashmi
Prize, and in 1977, the Sahitya Akademi Award for
his much-acclaimed Uparvaas Kathatrai. Uttar Pradesh
Hindi Sansthan honoured Raghuveer Chaudhary with
Sauhaard Sanman in 1990 for his contribution to Hindi
language. He has also been the recipient of Abhivadan
Trust Award, Darshak Award (1995), K.M. Munshi
Gold Medal, Nandshankar Mehta Award (for the novel
Kacha Suterne Taantne) and Govardhanram Tripathi
Award (for the novel Somtirth). Gujarat Sahitya Akademi
conferred upon Raghuveer Chaudhary the Gaurav
Puraskaar in 2002 which was followed by the same
honour from Hindi Sahitya Akademi in 2011.

Raghuveer Chaudhary has been invited by the
Gujarat Sahitya Akademi of Britain (1982), the Gujarati
Literary Academy of North Americas (1991, 2000 and
2002) and the Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, USA (2003)
to deliver lectures on Gujarati and Indian literature.
SOAS, University of London invited him as a Visiting
Research Fellow in 1992.
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After retirement Raghuveer Chaudhary has been
enjoying his life as a weekend-farmer. He spends most
of his time relaxing in the two farms of his village,
Bapupura. His concern for the education, water scarcity
and overall development of the underprivileged areas
has resulted in his active participation as a Trustee
for various organizations like Lokbharti
Gramvidyapeeth (Sansora, Bhavnagar), Grambharti
(Gandhinagar) and Motibhai Foundation for Water
Recharging. He is also the Chairman and Trustee of
Adya Kavi Narsinh Mehta Sahitya Nidhi.

Sahitya Akademi feels extremely proud in
conferring its highest honour of Fellowship on Dr
Raghuveer Chaudhary.



